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opportunity to cultivate objectionable and dangerous
acquaintances, and Jerome is present at a "scene"
when the lady from Martinique is guilty of an odious
want of decorum. He flies to the room of his
cousin, Alissa, who alone is conscious of the horror
which surrounds them all, and who greets him,
turning as she kneels in supplication at her toilet-
table, with an agonised cry, " Oh, Jerome, pourquoi
reviens-tu ? " He cannot understand, or but very
vaguely divines, what is the cause of Alissa's beautiful
anguish, but he feels the celestial purity of her
sorrow; he interprets her cry as including him,
adding his distress to the sum of humiliations ; and
this is the turning-point of his life. For the future
the boy will exist for no other purpose than to fill
the soul of Alissa with happiness and peace.

The terrible Creole woman presently cuts the
knot herself by disappearing with one of her
lovers, and the Bucolin family never hear of her any
more. Gradually they settle down again into their
customary mode of life, their pious attendance on
the means of grace, their cheerful relations with
others, their mutual devotion. The sinful branch
has been cut off; it has severed itself in a storm
and been carried away in a night by the wind. At
the chapel the incident is referred to, in the allusive
manner customary among the devout, in the course
of a powerful sermon on the text " Efforcez-vous
d'entrer par la porte etroite !" The wide gate which
leadeth to destruction is picturesquely described,
and Aunt Bucolin, without actually being men